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by 1873-4, local manufacture had ceased and the accumulated stocks had become exhausted* The dampness of the climate and the large amount of fresh water discharged into the Bay of Bengal by the Ganges and the Brahmaputra tell against efficient salt manufacture on the Bengal coast; but the manufacture of salt was not finally abandoned in Orissa until 1898* Nearly half the salt imported into Bengal cornes from Liverpool, and the rest principally from Germany, Aden, Maskat, Jedda, Bombay, and Madras. Since the construction of the railway along the east coast, Madras salt transported by land has begun to compete successfully with the imported commodity. Beyond the Indus the Koh&t mines are the exclusive source of supply, and Kohftt salt is used also in Afghanistan and by the frontier tribes* The cis-Indus Punjab is mainly supplied by the Salt Range mines, but in the south-east of the Province salt from the Rljputtoa sources is also used, In the United Provinces, Punjab rock-salt and Rftjputftna salt compete, and BarSgara salt is also consumed KftjputAna is supplied mainly from local sources, but also imports Btirftgaru suit. In Bombay, BarHgara salt is used north of the* Narbadil, while Bombay sui salt supplies the rest of the 1'residency and the Western Madras Districts, The numerous east roast factories supply the rest of Madras
In 1901 nearly half of the salt produced was manufactured wrfter direct Government agency, and the rest by licensees under mrious excise systems. The principal northern sources* except the Kohtt mines, are worked by Government In Bombay, Barbara salt is manufactured by the Government, and sea-salt, as a rule, by private person*. In Madras the two systems exist side by side, 22 out of 67 factories belonging to the Government. The excise system was introduced throughout the greater part of this Province between iBSa find 1886, a few Government factories being maintained to prevent private manufacturers from combining to rame prices ; but since 1895 it has been found expedient to revert in part to the Government monopoly .system. In Government factories all over India the usual practice is to pay the workers at a fixed price for their produce, the amount of which 5s estimated at the time of storage. Under the excise systems there m no interference with manufacture and sale beyond such a$ ii necessary to secure payment of the duty. In both Govern* ment and excise factories careful systems of guard, weighm<mt, and issue have been introduced and developed